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and to find a justification for the assumptions or first
principles of science. On the other hand, it has not
hesitated, when occasion required, to make very light
of the intuitive beliefs of the popular mind as
interpreted by itself. Thus, rationalists of the Platonic
type have not shrunk from pronouncing individual
impressions and objects illusory, an assertion which
certainly seems to be opposed to the assumptions of
common sense, if not to those of science. On the
other hand, the modern empirical or association school
is quite ready to declare that the vulgar belief in
an external world, so far as it represents this as inde-
pendent of mind,1 is an illusion; that the so-called
necessary beliefs respecting identity, uniformity, causa-
tion, etc., are not, strictly speaking, necessary; and so
on. And in these ways it certainly seems to come
into conflict with popular convictions, or intuitive cer-
tainties, as they present themselves to the unreflecting
intelligence.

Philosophy seems, then, to be a continuation of that
process of detecting illusion with which science in
part concerns itself. Indeed, it is evident that our

1 I hold, in spite of Berkeley's endeavours to reconcile his position
with that of common sense, that the popular view does at least tend
in this direction. That is to say, the every-day hahit, when consider-
ing the external world, of abstracting from particular minds, leads on
insensibly to that complete detachment of it from mind in general
which expresses itself in the first stage of philosophic reflection, crude
realism. The physicist appears to me, both from the first essays in Greek
"nature-philosophy," as also from the not infrequent confusion even
to-day between a perfectly safe "scientific materialism" and a highly
questionable philosophic materialism, to share in this tendency to take
separate consideration for separate existence. Each new stage of
abstraction in physical science gives birth to a new attempt to find an
independent reality, a thing-in-itself, hidden further away from sense